
RED LIGHT – GREEN LIGHT

The increase in traffic within the County of San Luis Obispo has created problems for drivers

throughout the County.  The specific concern is the traffic lights at the intersection of Highway

101 and Tefft Avenue in Nipomo.  Members of the Grand Jury did a drive-through test at that

intersection to ascertain what the problems are and sought to determine if a plan was in place to

remedy this situation.

Origin of the Inquiry

The Grand Jury received a complaint regarding the ongoing traffic problem at Highway 101 and

Tefft Street in Nipomo.  The Grand Jury was asked to look into the feasibility of synchronizing

the stoplights at those intersections.

Authority

California Penal Code §925 states; “The grand jury shall investigate and report on the operations,

accounts and records of the officers, departments or functions of the county.”

Method

We evaluated the traffic flow through the intersection and observed the timing and

synchronization of the traffic signals.   Members of a grand jury sub-committee drove through

the intersection and held follow-up discussions with the San Luis Obispo County Traffic Control

Manager. Information reviewed included the circulation plan from the “West Tefft Street

Corridor Study” prepared by TPG Consulting, Inc. in May of 2003.

Narrative

The existing conditions at this intersection show that the volume of traffic is significant and

creates problems at certain times of the day.   Two factors contribute to this congestion: the first

is the volume of the on and off traffic from Highway 101.  It is important that vehicles exit the

freeway as quickly as possible and not be allowed to back up into the freeway lanes.  The second

contributing factor occurs on Tefft Street when vehicles enter or exit businesses and residential

neighborhoods.
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Regarding the synchronizing of the stoplights at this intersection, the County Traffic Control

Manager explained that two of the signals were Caltrans-owned and operated and two others

were San Luis Obispo County-owned and operated.  Each agency has different priorities. The

county’s priority is traffic flow on Tefft and the state’s priority is moving traffic off the freeway.

They are cooperating to coordinate the signals. SLO County has acquired and installed the state’s

traffic signal control software program. The signals are now compatible and synchronized.  A

copy of the “West Tefft Corridor Design Plan” obtained by the Grand Jury includes

recommendations to improve traffic flow (see Appendix A).  The principle recommendation is to

extend Mary Avenue to Hill Street with an on-ramp to the Southbound 101 Freeway. This will

siphon off much of the congestion at Tefft and 101 (see map in Appendix B).

Conclusion

The Grand Jury is satisfied that the County of SLO is aware of the traffic congestion problem in

Nipomo and plans to alleviate it as soon as possible.  A complete and detailed plan, the “West

Tefft Corridor Design Plan,” developed by the Department of Planning and Building, is available

for public inspection and will be implemented.

The County Traffic Department is working on solutions in anticipation of traffic problems as the

County continues to grow.

Required Response

This is an informational report.  No formal response is required.
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Appendix A

Excerpt from the West Tefft Street Corridor Study

RECOMMENDATIONS

The following improvements are recommended in order to improve the traffic flow in the area
and to maintain the adopted level of service.

1. Extend Mary Street to Hill Street - as soon as possible

2. Install a median from Highway 101 to Pomeroy in phases, as illustrated in Figure 3-1.
a. Initial. phase from Highway 101 to west of Mary - as soon as possible

b. Second phase from west of Mary to west of Blume - in conjunction with the
construction of the Blume intersection

c. Final phase from west of Blume to Pomeroy - with the signalization of Gardenia
Street

As the median is introduced, full median breaks should be placed -at the following
locations.  Each location should be designed according to the California Highway
Design Manual (see Appendix H)

1., At the Mary intersection
2. At the future Blume alignment (new intersection)
3. At the Gardenia intersection
4. At the Pomeroy intersection
5. At the Orchard intersection

In addition to these intersections, partial median breaks (worms) should be placed at the
following locations to facilitate access and circulation.  Each location should be
designed according to the California Highway Design Manual.

1. At the Elvira intersection
2. At approximately mid-point between the intersections of Mary and Blume

(approximately Station @ 43+85)

These partial median breaks should be evaluated for closure after the planned street
system is completed or as growth in traffic volumes on West Tefft Street necessitate
increasing capacity of the arterial.  The Circulation Plan in Figure 3-2 delineates these
concepts graphically.  The proposed typical street section in Figure 3-3 should guide
lane configuration and median layout for West Tefft Street between U.S. 101 and
Orchard.

3. Develop a coordinated traffic signal system in phases:
a. Install the initial coordination system for the intersections of Oakglen,

Northbound ramps, Southbound off-ramp/Frontage Road and Mary with
installation of the median
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b. Second phase for Blume, Promeroy and Orchard - with the installation of the
new signal at Blume and the median

4. Relocate the southbound on-ramp to the Hill Street intersection - as soon as possible

5. Use design standards and guidelines in installing street improvements for West Teffft
Street which follow the California Highway Design Manual,

6. The County of San Luis Obispo should adopt Arterial Street Standards for use in
urban areas to facilitate their proper operation.
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Appendix B


